Subscribers will find this 
bonus content after the 
local news pages at 


Our daily utility guide includes more than 30 pages with stories 
that answer your questions about the virus and advice to help 
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Virus response: State closes 
schools, restricts restaurants 


BY TESSA WEINBERG 
tweinberg@star-telegram.com 


AUSTIN 
Gov. Greg Abbott issued an 
executive order Thursday that 
temporarily closes all Texas 
schools, prohibits dining-in at 


bars and restaurants, and limits 
social gatherings to 10 people in 
an effort to combat the novel 
coronavirus’ spread. 

In addition, the order also 
closes gyms and limits visits to 
nursing and retirement homes 
unless providing critical assist- 
ance. The order goes into effect 


at midnight Friday and will last 
through midnight April 3, Ab- 
bott said, with the possibility of 
it being extended depending on 
the virus’ spread in Texas and 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s recommenda- 
tions. 

“When I declared a disaster 


last Friday, there were 39 cases 
of Texans who tested positive 
for COVID-19. Today, that 
number has grown by more than 
300%. Today, we have more 
than 140 people in the state of 
Texas who have tested positive 
for COVID-19,” Abbott said 
Thursday during a press 


conference at the Texas Capitol 
with state leaders and officials. 
Abbott stressed that the man- 
date is not a shelter-in-place 
order and that domestic travel 
will not be restricted. It follows 
the Texas Department of State 
Health Services Commissioner 
John Hellerstedt’s declaration of 
a public health disaster Thursday. 
Abbott said he believes the last 
time a public health disaster was 
declared in Texas was in 1901. 
The sweeping measures are 
some of the strongest statewide 
mandates Abbott has imposed 
yet. Ahead of Thursday’s an- 
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Some rural counties not taking 
action yet to prevent coronavirus 


adieu 


Some businesses in Godley have taken steps on their own in response to the threat of the coronavirus. 


BY NICHOLE MANNA 
AND KRISTIAN HERNANDEZ 


nmanna@star-telegram.com 
khernandez@star-telegram.com 


In western Texas, 78-year-old 
Marisue Potts watches three 
24-hour cable news channels to 
stay informed. 

“Tt’s the only way to get some 
sense of the truth,” Potts said. 
“And Pll tell you, I’m glad we’re 
not in a big city right now.” 

Potts lives on a cattle ranch 
about 15 miles outside of Mata- 
dor, in Motley County about an 
hour-and-a-half northeast of 
Lubbock. It’s the 10th least 


populated county in Texas. 
About 600 people live in Mata- 
dor. 

Officials there aren’t worried 
about the spread of the coro- 
navirus — or COVID-19 — and 
had not implemented any guide- 
lines to prevent the spread of 
the disease should it arrive, 
despite warnings from Texas 
health officials. 

“As you might expect, we 
started seeing cases in urban 
areas first but we’ve now seen 
cases in all of the state’s public 
health regions and we expect to 
see more cases in rural areas in 
the coming days,” wrote Lara 


Anton, press officer for the Tex- 
as Department of State Health 
Services, in an email. 

“The next two weeks are 
critical in slowing the spread of 
the virus,” she added. “Texans 
must act now.” 

But the scene in Motley Coun- 
ty is similar in many rural coun- 
ties outside the Dallas-Fort 
Worth metroplex. Some coun- 
ties have no health departments, 
no hospitals and few doctors 
and are ill prepared should the 
coronavirus invade in force. 
Some worry about first respon- 
ders running out of protective 
gear and other supplies. 


== 
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Senses are more heightened 
in counties closer to the met- 
roplex, but local governments 
have been slow to declare emer- 
gencies or enforce preventative 
measures. Some restaurants and 
bars in Cleburne, Weatherford 
and Godley, though, had self- 
regulated by closing their dine- 
in spaces or temporarily shut- 
ting down. 

Gov. Greg Abbott issued an 
executive order Thursday that 
closes all Texas schools, prohib- 
its dining-in at bars and restau- 
rants and limits social gather- 
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Fort Worth judge tests positive for virus after travel 


BY NICHOLE MANNA 
nmanna@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 
Tarrant County District Judge 
Brent Carr is spending his 
spring break fighting off CO- 
VID-19. 
Carr, who oversees cases in 
County Criminal Court No. 9, 


house since 
March 6, and that 
he likely contract- 
ed the coronavi- 
rus from a confer- 
ence he attended 
in Miami earlier 
this month. 

“It would basi- 
cally be impos- 
sible for anyone at the court- 


Brent Carr 


he said. “I know people have 
been worried about that.” 

Carr and his wife are practic- 
ing social distancing within their 
own home as he spends 14 days 
in self-isolation. 

“T can still see her and talk to 
her through the door open,” he 
said, explaining that he watches 
TV in the bedroom now. 

But he’s still busy working on 


class at Tarrant County College. 
“I’m grading papers and now 
I have to teach myself how to do 
online classes because it seems 
that’s where everything is going 
now,” he said on Thursday. 
Carr said he usually takes 
spring break off from work, and 
he traveled to Miami on March 
10 for a conference about men- 


Fort Worth 
businesses 
may soon 
qualify for 
virus relief 


BY LUKE RANKER 
lranker @star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

Hundreds of Fort Worth- 
area business have inquired 
about assistance as the coro- 
navirus shutdown cuts in to 
revenue. Millions in loans 
and grants could be on the 
way. 

To get an idea of what Fort 
Worth business need, the 
city’s economic development 
department put out a survey 
Tuesday asking about 
coronavirus-related revenue 
loss, department director 
Robert Sturns said. 

As of Thursday the survey 
had more than 600 re- 
sponses. Meanwhile, the 
Dallas-Fort Worth office of 
the U.S. Small Businesses 
Administration has received 
100 to 120 calls a day this 
week, director Herb Austin 
said. 

“We know our small busi- 
nesses are hurting,” he said. 
“They’re calling, hoping for a 
miracle.” 

The Small Business Admin- 
istration will offer small busi- 
nesses up to $2 million in 
loans to cover losses small 
companies may face during 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

But as of noon Thursday 
that money had not been 
opened to Texas. 

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
declared a statewide disaster 
for all counties on Friday, but 
that didn’t automatically 
clear the way for SBA loan 
assistance. Instead SBA and 
the state had to find five 
small businesses hurt by the 
disaster and submit them for 
a declaration from the SBA 
headquarters in Washington. 

That happened Tuesday, 
Austin said, but it could be 
“hours or days” before the 
authorization is given for 
loans in Texas. 

Once the loans are ap- 
proved for Texas businesses, 
owners must show they were 
doing well before the disaster 
declaration and revenue has 
significantly dropped due to 
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